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dung-cakes for fuel are less used than before; partly
because the value of manure is better appreciated, but
still more because the spread of cotton in the colony has
increased the supply of cotton stalks, and these are used
instead.   Where the peasant is not obliged, through
lack of fuel, to burn his manure, he is quite shrewd
enough, in most of the Punjab, to keep it for his land.
There are five drinking wells, two for the Jats with their
sixty houses, two for the menials, who are as numerous,
and one for the Hindu shopkeepers, who number about
a dozen.  By common arrangement the Jats get their
water drawn for them by watermen who fill every one's
pitcher in turn.   Untouchability is much less strong
than it was, and all that is left of it is that the sweeper
and the Chamar must not sit with the Jats on their
matting, but on the ground a little apart.   In the old
days they had to sit a long way apart, but they have been
gradually creeping nearer and nearer.
Houses      As everywhere else, the pukka house is more popular
than the kachha, and the latter was decried on the
novel ground that rats burrowed through the walls and
spoiled both clothes and sleep.   I went over the ex-
Daffadar's house, because it was the newest in the
village.    It had cost him Rs.2,600, of which he had
borrowed Rs.6oo from his village bank:  as usual, the
labour had been supplied by the family itself.  There
were curious signs of western influence: a number of
peg-racks; a punkah (there is one other in the village);
a pile of chicks flung on one side till the fly season
returned; a gaudy assortment of pictures, with uncon-
scious wisdom skied almost out of sight; and a regular
larder with a dholy1 (not the first I have come across),
and a number of homegrown cauliflowers.   In all the
houses I have seen in the colony the kitchen is apart
from the rest of the house, and here it was in the open
courtyard. The ex-Daffadar has only half a square, but
thanKs to thrifty ways and to his military service, he has

1 A hanging1 meat safe.